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SUB J : ODUBER REMARKS ON VESCO AND INTER-AMERICAN ISSUES 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: ON JULY 10, PRESIDENT 

ODUBER GAVE A PRESS CONFERENCE FOR THE MEMBERS OF 

THE INTERNATIONAL PRESS IN SAN JOSE FOR THE OAS CONFERENCE. 

(THE PRESS WAS INVITED TO JOIN THE PRESIDENT ON ONE OF 
HIS REGULAR SUNDAY VISITS TO RURAL AREAS OF COSTA RICA.) ISSUES 
RAISED INCLUDED VESCO, THE BANANA COMPANIES, SELA, AND THE PANAMA 
CANAL. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO A "NEW YORK TIMES" CORRESPONDENT’S 
QUESTION ABOUT VESCO, PRESIDENT ODUBER (REPORTEDLY 
ANSWERING "SHARPLY") SAID THAT VESCO IS A SMALT. 

PROBLEM IN COSTA RICA, THAT POVERTY AND DEVELOPMENT 
ARE MUCH LARGER. HE REPORTEDLY STATED THAT COSTA 

RICA HAD RECEIVED MANY AMERICANS PURSUED BY COURTS AND 
THAT THESE PEOPLE HAD INVESTED IN COSTA RICA AND 
GIVEN EMPLOYMENT TO COSTA RICANS. HE REPORTEDLY ALSO 
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TAKE HIM WHENEVER THEY FEEL LIKE, AS LONG AS IT'S 
DONE WITHIN COSTA RICAN LAW." PLN-FIGUERES NEWS- 
PAPER EXCELSIOR QUOTED ODUBER AS SAYING "NO MATTER 
HOW BIG THE US IS, IT STILL MUST COMPLY WITH COSTA 
RICAN LAW IN ORDER TO EXTRADITE ANYONE." (THE PAPERS 
ALSO REPORTED THAT THE NEW YORK TIMES CORRESPONDENT 
HAD PREFACED HIS QUESTION ABOUT VESCO BY SAYING THAT 
AT PRESENT COSTA RICA IS KNOWN NOT FOR BANANAS, 

COFFEE, OR DEMOCRATIC TRADITIONS, BUT FOR VESCO.) 

3. SEVERAL REPORTERS ASKED ODUBER ABOUT THE BANANA 
SITUATION IN COSTA RICA. WHILE STATING STRONGLY THAT 
HE WAS AGAINST ANY BRIBERY, ODUBER DID NOT EXPRESS 
ANY DESIRES TO EXPROPRIATE THE LARGE INTERNATIONAL 
BANANA COMPANIES. HE STATED THAT HE PREFERRED TO 
SEE THE COMPANIES WELL REGULATED INSTEAD OF RUN BY 
THE STATE, ADDING, REPORTEDLY, THAT IT WAS PREFERABLE 
(FOR COSTA RICA) TO MANAGE THE MARKETING AND TRANS- 
PORTATION OF THE FRUIT INSTEAD OF THE PRODUCTION. 

HE SAID THAT PANAMA'S SOLUTION (NATIONALIZING UNITED 
BRANDS) WAS NOT TO HIS LIKING FOR COSTA RICA. 

4. ODUBER DESCRIBED SELA AS A "POLITICAL ARM THAT 
WILL ORGANIZE ITSELF ECONOMICALLY," BUT SAID IT WOULD 
NOT BE ANTI-ANYTHING, ONLY PRO-LATIN AMERICA." 

5. IN ANSWER TO SEVERAL QUESTIONS ON THE POSSIBILITY 
OF VIOLENCE ON THE PANAMA CANAL ISSUE, ODUBER 
REPORTEDLY REPLIED, "PANAMA ORDERS, COSTA RICA 
COMPLIES... .WHAT TORRIJOS TELLS US, WE WILL DO". 

WHEN QUESTIONING ON THE POSSIBILITY OF CONFRONTATION 
BETWEEN THE US AND PANAMA CONTINUED, ODUBER COMMENTED 
THAT PRESIDENT FORD IS VERY INTERESTED IN CONTINUING 
THE CANAL NEGOTIATIONS. 

6. COMMENT. ALTHOUGH THIS PRESS CONFERENCE DID 
NOT PROVIDE ANY NEW INFORMATION ON COSTA RICAN 
POSITIONS, ODUBER'S RESPONSES ON VESCO AND ON THE 
PANAMA CANAL ARE OF INTEREST. HIS REACTION TOTHE 

VESCO QUESTION, INCLUDING THE DIG AT THE US APPEARS DEFENSIVE, IF 
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NOT PROTECTIVE, AND THE IRRITATION OF THE PRESIDENT OF COSTA RICA 
OVER CONTINUED US INTEREST (MEDIA AND OTHER) IN VESCO. 

ON THE CANAL ISSUE, ODUBER'S WORDS OF SUPPORT FOR TORRIJOS 
WERE THE STRONGEST YET ON PUBLIC RECORD. 

TODMAN 
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